
    

 
 

City Trek 
What can an aging, post industrial collapse, rust belt city offer 
the 21

st
 century visitor, (Hey editor!  Isnôt this supposed to be 

an upbeat publication???)?  World class institutions, culture, 
recreation and location are some of the best of what Cleveland 

has to offer todayôs urban trekker. 
 

Tourist or native, there is always something new to discover 
just ahead.  For the native city dweller it may be around the 

next corner.  A hidden doorway or a changed storefront that is 
unnoticed in oneôs daily routine.   For the visitor everything is 

new.  So many new things to see, so little time to do it in.   
 

Whatõs a girl to do? 
 

Built on the success of its storied industrial past, Cleveland has 
a rich and varied array of venues for the modern traveler.  This 

issue of The Silver Squares Express will highlight some of 
these.  All attractions are within walking distance of or a short 

Rapid transit ride of either of the convention hotels, The 
Renaissance or Marriot Key Center.  While the convention is 

the main reason you are visiting Cleveland, you may have 
included some extra time to tour our city. 
 

One area that you are unlikely to visit is the Cleveland 

Industrial Valley.  Located south of the downtown core, this 
was the home of Clevelandôs steel and oil based industries.  

Today it is the home of a tableau representing the regionsô 
metamorphosis from its industrial based past to an information 

and service based future:  Steelyard Commons ï a retail area 
built on the grounds of Clevelandôs last functional steel mill.  It 

is truly a surreal site on a blustery and gray stormy day, when 
the mill is producing steel and the smoke stacks are belching 

hellfire and thick smoke. 
 

 
 

Letôs go explore! 

Updates 
As of the second week of February, the host hotel, Renaissance 

Cleveland Downtown, has SOLD OUT.  TAQC successfully 

sold the entire hotel inventory of two-bed and single-bed 
rooms.  TAQC is the only event being held at the Renaissance 

from July 3
rd
 - 6

th
.  Attendees will have a truly a comfortable 

and free use of the entire hotel.  All future reservations will be 

directed to TAQCôs contracted overflow hotel, the Marriott 
Cleveland Downtown at Key Center.  The convention 

committee had arranged for overflow rooms 4 years ago for just 
this situation.  Rates for those rooms are the same as for the 

host hotel.  Key Center Marriott is located one block from the 
Renaissance and is approximately a 10 minute walk from a 

room there to the Grand Ballroom of the Renaissance.  While 
there is a sufficient block of rooms at the Marriott, it is 

encouraged that you to reserve your room at Key Center 
Marriott as early as possible. 
 

Important Notice:  If you have an existing reservation at the 

Renaissance and for some reason are unable to use that room 
(hopefully you will not miss this milestone Convention), TAQC 

respectfully asks you to contact the board of TAQC at 
info@taqc.org  BEFORE you contact the Renaissance to cancel 

your reservation.  This way TAQC can insure the released room 
is redirected to a convention participant instead of being 

assigned to a random caller by the Renaissance.  Rooms 
released to the Renaissance are not redirected to TAQC but are 

made available to the general public on a first come basis.  
Contacting TAQC first allows the board to redirect these rooms 

to other convention attendees. 

 

 
 

Business Weekly Highlight 
TAQC is still ranked Number 15 out of the top 70 ranked 2008 

Cleveland conventions by Crainôs Cleveland Business Weekly 
for the week of January 14 ï 18, 2008.  The magazine rates 

Cleveland conventions by number of attendees, their projected 
spending while in Cleveland and hotel room nights.  Crainôs 

projects that our attendees will spend $1,431,600 while here.  
Itôs nice to see our communityôs spending recognized. 
 

Looking at the other conventions making the list, TAQC was 
eclipsed by Number 1, a religious based event, at $72 million.  

TAQC at Number 15 ranked between Number 14, a University 
USA Wrestling event, at $742,500 and Number 16, a Society of 

Lubrication Engineers event, at $1,431,600.  Both were topped 

by a óMaterial Handling Showô at Number 2!  We are holding 
our own: neither squeezed by wrestlers nor lubricated out of 

positionédarn!   
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City Trek:  
Downtown 
 

 
 

Public Square is considered the heart of the city.  Consisting 

of four quadrants, this outdoor space has been used for 

meeting space, celebrations, political rallies, Pride 

celebrations and concerts.  It is bounded by Clevelandôs 
three tallest skyscrapers, Terminal Tower, Key Center 

Tower and the BP Building.  The Renaissance Hotel sets on 

the southwest corner of Public Square and is part of the 

Terminal Tower/ Tower City complex.  Highlights on the 

Square include the Civil War Soldiers and Sailors 

Monument, Higbeeôs Department store (now vacant) made 

famous by the movie óA Christmas Storyô and the Old Stone 

Church.  Public Square is also the locus of the Greater 

Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (RTA), Clevelandôs 

public mass transportation.  The Rapid transit train terminals 

are on the lower concourse of the Tower City complex.  
Buses load from Public Square. 

 

Several distinct districts populate the downtown core.  These 

include Tower City, The Arcades, East Fourth Street 

Entertainment District, Playhouse Square, The Mall, and the 

Warehouse District, the Flats, the Waterfront, the West Side 

Market / West 25th Street district and the Gateway Sports 

Complex.   During weekday business hours there are a 

myriad of other vibrant micro districts that exist solely to 

service business workers.  The downtown core is easily 

walkable.   Exceptions are the Flats and the Waterfront.  

These are accessible by the RTA Waterfront Rapid train. 
 

Letôs look at some of the highlights from each of these 

areas.   

 

 

 
 

 
Tower City  
 

 
 

Tower City center began life as the concourse level of the 

Terminal Tower.  There were a few shops and restaurants 

and the Rapid transit train concourse but little else.  
Terminal Tower and the now Tower City Center were built 

on air rights over the existing passenger train terminal.  The 

complex itself is built on a series of bridges that house the 

train lines.   
 

Tower City has a number of specialty shops and restaurants 

including the Hard Rock Café, a food court, US Post Office, 

UPS station and a movie theater multiplex among many 

other amenities.  The RTA Rapid train terminal is on the 

lower concourse of Tower City.  There is also a covered 

skyway connecting this complex to the Gateway Sports 

District which consists of Progressive Field, home of the 

Cleveland Indians baseball team and Quicken Arena, home 

of the Cleveland Cavaliers and LeBron James.  Given 

LeBronôs success, I believe he has a home or two of his 

own!  Tower City also offers free municipal WiFi for 
obsessive internet bloggers and LJ pr0n! ;-) 
 

The Renaissance Hotel connects to Tower City Center 

through the Terminal Tower Lobby. 
 

 



    

The Arcades 

 
 

Cleveland boasts three indoor covered arcades: the Colonial, 
the Euclid and The Arcade also known as the óOld Arcadeô 

or the East 6th Arcade.  All three originally housed retail, 

professional and office space.  Today the Colonial and 

Euclid Arcades are mixed use facilities.  Anchored by a 

Marriott Residence Inn, they primarily serve as pedestrian 

walkways from Euclid Avenue to the Gateway Sportsplex. 
 

The Old Arcade is the grandest of the three.  This building is 

the cityôs most beloved after Terminal Tower.  Few 

buildings in the U.S. rival the majesty of Cleveland's 

Arcade.  It was built in 1890 and its design drew inspiration 

from the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele arcade in Milan.  It is 

deemed absolutely irreplaceable today.  This building is 

located just east of Public Square and serves as an indoor 

pedestrian passageway between the intersection of East 4th 

Street and Euclid Avenue and Superior Avenue.  It was the 
country's first indoor shopping mall.  Like the Colonial and 

Euclid Arcades, The Arcade originally was a mixed use 

office and retail space.  It was home to the cityôs elite 

professionals and some of its toniest shops.  Today The 

Arcade has been converted into a Hyatt Hotel with mixed 

use retail and a food court occupying the lower levels.   

During its renovation a secret passage and room were 

discovered.  This is believed to have been a Speakeasy 

during the Prohibition Era.  The Arcade is open to the public 

and free of charge.  Recently a new upscale restaurant called 

Vivo's has occupied space on the Euclid Avenue side of the 

Arcade and a cool bar called V Lounge has an entrance 
down an obscure staircase inside the Arcade. 
 

 

East 4
th

 Street Entertainment District 

 
 

ñMeasuring only 450 feet long by 42 feet wide this is one of 
the hippest, gayest and trendy areas of Clevelandò.   Well 

that was in 1936 according to The Cleveland Press.   Today 

it is true again.  This tiny strip is again home to one of 

Clevelandôs hottest areas.  The cobbled street and outdoor 

cafés and entertainment makes East 4th a great summer 

destination.  Standouts are the House of Blues and Pickwick 

& Frolic.  The latter includes Hilarities Comedy Club, a 

cabaret, a restaurant and probably the best martini bar in 

town. 
 

The Mall 
 

 
 

No silly, itôs not that kind of mall.  No A& F here!  Thatôs in 

Tower City ;-)  A&F models however are welcome to roam 

this outdoor mallé 
 

This is the civic center of Cleveland.  Neoclassic buildings 

housing local, county and federal government surround the 

perimeter of this open space.  The Mall is subdivided into 

three subsections known as Malls A, B and C.  Mall A was 

renamed Veteransô Memorial Plaza.  This site houses the 

Eternal Fountain of Life, park benches and flowers.  The 

Cleveland Convention Center lies under Malls B and C.  

The main Cleveland Public Library is also on perimeter of 

the Mall.  This makes a lovely summer walk from Public 

Square to Lake Erie.  It is also a wonderful place for a 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/ClevelandMall.jpg


    

picnic.  Nearby at City Hall is the worldôs largest rubber 

stamp! 

 

 
 

Playhouse Square 
 

 
 

Located between E. 14th and E. 17th, this is the second 

largest theater complex in the United States ï second only to 

New York Cityôs Lincoln Center.  The center consists of 
three main theaters, The Ohio, The State, The Palace, a 

smaller theater, The Allen, a cabaret, Kennedyôs and The 

Hanna.  The larger theaters were originally grand movie 

palaces.  These were closed in the ó60ôs and fell into decline.  

All were slated for demolition.  The complex was saved 

through a grassroots effort.  Today it is a vibrant part of 

Clevelandôs life, presenting Broadway plays and musicals, 

concerts, dance presentations, cabaret and opera.  

 

Gateway Sports Complex 
 

 
 

This is the home to two of Clevelandôs three professional 

sports teams: the Cleveland Indians (baseball) and the 

Cleveland Cavaliers (basketball).   It consists of Progressive 

Field and Quicken Arena and an outdoor sports plaza.  The 

complex was financed using a ósinô tax on alcohol and 

tobacco products.  This is a popular destination throughout 
the year for many of Cleveland residents who are 

ósomewhatô passionate about their sports teams.  

Interestingly, Cleveland Browns Stadium, the home the 

cityôs other professional team ï the Cleveland Browns 

(football) ï was built on the site of the original football 

stadium on the Lake Erie shore. 

 

Warehouse District 
 

 
 

Originally a residential area located between West 3rd and 

West 9th streets, this area metamorphosed to retail 

warehouse space and then to an area filled with trendy artist 

studios and lofts.  Its current configuration as a mixed use 
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